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from under Mm. If he succeeds, the dancer must
continue until he dodges the stick, whereupon it be-
comes his turn to throw the missile while the former
thrower dances. Naturally, bruised and even broken
legs frequently result, but serious injuries are rare,
for every participant wears the stuffed skin of some
animal upon his back in order to protect his spine.
With from fifty to several hundred Indians dancing
about and throwing the heavy sticks the fun becomes
fast and furious, and football seems gentle by com-
parison.
On the following day the Indians took part in
various sports and competitions: in archery, running,
spear-throwing, etc. Much to my amazement I
found that the Guaymis were still using the ancient
spear-throwiiig-stick or atlatl of the Aztecs and that
their name for it was natlatdL Although they
use powerful bows and long arrows, yet wherever
it is possible to do so, they prefer the throwing-stick
and spear, and, at distances up to thirty or forty
yards, the spear thus thrown is more accurate than
their arrows.
In their arts the Guaymis are extremely skilful.
They spin and weave their native cotton into excel-
lent cloth; their pottery, although rather plain, is
well made, durable and well modeled. They make
baskets of many forms and weaves and of many
materials; they plait palm-leaf hats many of which
are the equals of the famed so-called panama hats;
they are good wood-carvers; their chakaras or
pouches of pita fiber are so finely woven that they
will hold water, and their beadwork is magnificent,
the weave or stitch used being quite distinct from that